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In the Claims 

The following listing of the claims replaces all previous listings. 
1.-28. (Canceled) 

29. (New) A connector apparatus, comprising: 

a first coupler including a first wireless transmitter attached to the first coupler; and 

a second coupler releasably connected with the first coupler, the second coupler including 
a second wireless transmitter attached to the second coupler; 

wherein the first and second transmitters of the first and second couplers are constructed 
and arranged to communicate when the first and second couplers are in a pre-coupled position 
defined by the first coupler being partially inserted into the second coupler; and 

wherein the second coupler is in communication with the first coupler when the first and 
second couplers are in a connected state. 

30. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the first coupler is an RF 
coupler suitable for connection with a source, and the second coupler is a reader coupler suitable 
for connection with a line. 

3 1 » (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the first and second 
couplers each include at least one antenna connected thereon to enable communication between 
the first and second couplers. 

32. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the first wireless 
transmitter of the first coupler is an RFID tag, the RFDD tag including coded information therein. 

33. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the second wireless 
transmitter of the second coupler includes a reader circuit having a data communication module. 

34. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the data communication 
module comprises: 
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a first transceiver transmitting and receiving data from the first transmitter of the first 
coupler, the first transceiver being operatively connected with a second transceiver, the second 
transceiver transmitting and receiving data from the first transceiver and transmitting data to and 
from processing equipment; 

a microcontroller operatively connected with both the first and second transceivers, the 
microcontroller establishing and controlling communication between the first transceiver and the 
second transceiver; and 

an DC/DC converter, the DC/DC converter providing a power supply. 

35. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 34, wherein the first transceiver 
operates at a frequency of at least 13 MHz in communicating with the first transmitter of the first 
coupler, 

36. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 34, wherein the first transceiver is a 
circuit operating in a range less than 5 cm in communicating with the first transmitter of the first 
coupler. 

37. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the pre-coupled position 
is defined by the first coupler being oriented and positioned at least partially engaged with the 
second coupler and the first coupler and the second coupler resembling a one to one relationship 
at a single time such that the second coupler is prevented from connecting and communicating 
with another coupler unless the first coupler is removed from the pre-coupled position. 

38. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the first and second 
couplers are electrical couplers. 

40. (New) The connector apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the first and second 
couplers are fluid couplers. 

41. (New) A coupler, comprising; 
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a body including first and second ends defining an opening longitudinally therethrough; 

and 

an RFID tag mounted on the body, the RJFTD tag enabling RF signal transmission to and 
from the RFID tag, the RFID tag being constructed and arranged such that communication is 
enabled with a piece of equipment when the body is at least partially engaged with the piece of 
equipment in a pre-coupled position, the pre-coupled position being defined by the body being 
partially inserted into the piece of equipment, 

42. (New) The coupler according to claim 41 , wherein the coupler is an electrical coupler. 

43. (New) The coupler according to claim 41, wherein the coupler is a fluid coupler. 

44. (New) A reader coupler, comprising: 

a body including first and second ends defining an opening longitudinally therethrough; 

and 

a reader circuit mounted on the body, the reader circuit enabling signal transmission to 
and from the reader circuit and interrogation of a mating coupler with transmitter in determining 
a positive connection, the reader circuit being constructed and arranged such that interrogation is 
enabled with the mating coupler when the body is at least partially engaged with the mating 
coupler in a pre-coupled position, the pre-coupled position being defined by the body being 
oriented and positioned where the mating coupler is partially inserted into the reader coupler, 

45. (New) The reader coupler according to claim 44, wherein the reader coupler is an 
electrical coupler. 

46. (New) The reader coupler according to claim 45, wherein the reader coupler is a fluid 
coupler. 
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